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Juries protect us all
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Vioxx punitive damages
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Some numbers
Whal does the 5129 milbon puniive-damaees avward really mean Lo
copiiz the jurors” clear message, Texas law auiomatically reduced
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Premises liability

Home or apartment fires
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Fire safety - rouvndup
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¥ LD Commoditics amd ils
subsicliary, The Lokeslde
Clollisetion, hove soluntarily
revilled 34,0000 Pilaces Balls
Exercisers ising e ball can be
Fart by plastie clips o gromimeis
that o boosen from rubber
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Medicare claim

A Julv 2008 change in Federal policy
fimins Medivare bensficiaries’ wecess (o
cladms-denialy henrngs, making i barde
fowr oliler Arviericars o obtein justiee.
Porty-une mallien Amencans panicipee i
Medicure,

When Medicare denies ¢ laims Tor
preseriplion mesicotions, in-home cane,
prrsing Bt redical services, or ather

beepiclins, chiimants gz now requived 1o
et henrings condueted i viden-
confesenee or by welephone sdith jucpes supervised 5y the
Dreportmseat of Health wod Homon Services i only four cilies—Cleve lind. Chie;

Mizmi, Flosich Trvine, Califomiag and Arlinglon, Virginia

The recently enacted Medicore drig benelil is expected 1o coeate large nuimbers af
claims, Previously, beneliciacies pettiomng personal claims=denial beangs could ravel
b | of 140 Scoal Secunty offices localed
throughout the mchoe, Sow, Mecheare will
conduct Tave-to-lace heanngs only wnder
vy spestinl cocumstances, and thoee
demandimg personal beariogs focle the nghi
L o Sy decision,
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What is
“proper lookoui?”

In anto accident cases, drivers may
bie teand negligent tor failing o keep
“proper Iookout.”

A driver 15 obliged by law o constantly monitor all
the ewzumstinces of drving m order o prevent a car
vecident. Heguirements include paying attention o the
roadweay, trattie signals and controls, and ciher drivers

' .h.l.'l.'ll i propeer lakout, dreivers also shoud asoid
cornmngn distractions, Studies shosy thial e sl
conmmcn driver diiversions are secidents, slosdowns,
ur ather events outside the drovers sehicle: changing
racdio stativns or O Gilking with passengers adjusl
ing heating or cooling controls; eating or drinking;
talkang v gocar ar gl phone; and smoking

Tommgmer drvers dre more proas e musie-relaed
distruetrang. ASdulis have their aitention diverted by
piissengers. Seniors allend o obeets or evenis
happening ouside the vehicle

Drve sulely, Beep a proper leokoue

You can beat
City Hall

Police officers and
qualified immunity

The lonp-standing legal doctrine of qealified immuniry
protecis police afficers and pablic officials fram wnremson
ehle allegatons or false sccusations this might hamper their
chifity to enlorce the law or perlorm governmental
business,

Most caieens understand that police put their lives at risk
durng dangerus sitwations snd believe ullicers deserve
soame leewny in their behavior—as long o5 the police obay
thie L auned nphald citiaens” civil ighes.

When police overstep bounds
Wheen police Violute the law while ~erforming their
duties, our civil justice system prosides ciiizens o way
to peotect their vights, An appelinte coort ruled that o
defendant lw-enforcement olficer who conducted clearly
urg sl tibenl sirip scarches o twn suspects arrested for
idrunk driving, and also made mest and threatening com-
ments, did not have queliBed mumunicy from prosscation.
The court perrmtted the plamnuids o sue o recover
dharnipes,

Consumer credit-card disputes
Collusion lawsvit challenges mandatory arbitration

Credit- and charge-cand markeiers rake away consumers' Fghts to dispote conuthosized use, erroneces merchont billing. and extoo
fees by requiring eardholders 19 aceepr mandaroey arhateation clinises in disagreements,

A 2IS Tawesuit filed against these morketers alleges that they miel in secrel numercus imes between 198 and 2003 o estublish
strategies for industrywide impositon of mandaiory arbitmation clauses for setthng cusiomer dissereements, The plaintilts cluom that the
clavses “deprive cardibolders of affective recourse tfor illegal anticonsumer and anticompetitive activily, secure o unlide adyuntage o
diefendanis in the dismate-resolation proCiss, andd imnmonize defendants Mam callective aetion |1:;' cOnsuimers.”
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Defendants

American Express
Bank of Americu
Capitul One

Chose, Bank One
Citibank/Diners Cloh
[iscover, Household
First LISA

LT Morgan Chase

disadvantage because if

MAMNA » fasf-tracks cases card 1ssuers can win uickly
Wide]lx Fn.rgu = preventy legal discovery of ) Hp=aitisn inlesrnation

Plainritfs want the clauses, which
s ban cligs actions and let compa-
nies skint copsumer profection and
arireast-laws meant woprevenl
corpuorite mscanduct, declied void.

purchasers

Mandatory arbitration

Credit-card mandatory arbitabion puts consumers i) sericus

= forces unknowing swaivers of constitotona rizhits,
* does not give cardholders an apportunity o op oul of acbaestion f
» serpens cases from public serutiny

= .q.'-l'|||||'|-. cardhalders o AEIYE 1o |1|.|.-|._'|J_ wATPIY s leghed

ot i commpny’s dispued petions

= limits remedies available 10 wronged
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Driving safely

Everyone can drive more safely and conlidently in all deiving conditions by
revicwing some hasics,

Your car

B Keep itin tip-rop shape, Have tires, wipers, lights, and batlery checked,
B Clean wondows and Tghes

B Re visihle, Torn on headlights or dusk, especially in miny o low-visibibity
conditions,

B Insist that everyone wear seal belts

W Tone yourr pacio o Tocal weather updates,

Your driving

W Sy colm and aler o all cmes,

B Concenirae and dove delensively,

B Cio slower, especially onder ailverse
wenther arad orhes Es-r-c.u' '.i-.ihilii_'.- o Hons,
Yo can see only ns Tar o your headlighes”
by in the dark.

B Accelerle and beake more sloswly in bad
weather, and always signal before wrning or
chianging lanes,

W Muintain a safe distanee rom cacs m [mont
of vou. Braking distances mereas:
drarmaticnlly ws shppery concditions iniensify.
W Cict vsed 1o vour car’s antilock bruking
SvELETL

W Bl from overbraking during skids.

[ shesind, rermove vosr Fool Trom e gas, and
L slEer vour car b salety,

W Take necessary preceutions o avond car

g thel

W For mone intermstion, vell vuer bow olliee

| ul SOZ-BY5-540M),

Bird flu vaccine

Senate eliminates liability

Parients suffering s frem hind fu
siceines cannet hold manulacturers
acconntible, oo mattes what

- Senator Bill Frist, ¢ physician, inden-
ol o haekroom deal Tor drug makers inio
a 5453 hillion defense bedger the Senae
passed in late 2005, Critics slabmed Frist
e s pharmaceatical-industry fricnds
an unprecedented gift—inmunity, even
i they comamnit gross negligence o are

mﬂﬂs in m:lv-:utmg dangerouz and

tisan coliton of pl_:blin:-‘rma[th nrg:miza-

tionrs, urses, st responders, consumer
grouaps, children’s health orgamzaions,
anid veterans, the Sl gave incnadilsly
mmp{uimnﬁun ity to b manufac-
trers and will requine those harmed by
T vaceine W prove the company
engiged in mallcioes miscondue,

Eliminating an individual™s right m
hold negligent dag companies accouni-
able removes an impeaant incentive for
dug companies i make safe dngs—
especinlly considering that scime 5ig
drug companies have o wack record of
puiting profits before the health and
sitfety of the pubslic,



